	Key VocabularyUKS2
Maya Civilisation


	
civilisation
	An organised society with its own culture and way of life, existing in a particular area over a particular period of time.

	drought
	A long period with very little rain.

	ritual
	A ceremony, often religious, with set actions performed in a set order.

	jaguar
	A big cat, heavier than a leopard, with yellowish fur and black spots.

	
scribes
	People paid to write things down, either as an official record or for someone else unable to write.

	
codices
	Ancient handwritten texts. Maya codices could be unfolded like a concertina. One text is called a codex.

	
maize
	Another word for sweetcorn or corn on the cob. It can be made into a dough and baked into tortillas.

	
cacao 
beans
	Cacao trees sprout pods directly from their trunks. When they are ripe, the pods can be broken open to reveal the beans, which can then be dried, roasted and ground.
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The Maya. dovloped. a complex g o

number and. counting system that

was advanced for their time. Thay [ | B
=

were ane.of. only bwer cultures inthe
worldto developtheconcept of zer:
The Maya. people used.just three symbals in
their number system. These. are thought, to

represent, items that the Maya, people might
have firstusedto count with, such as pehhles,
sticks and,shells.

The Maya used o hase 20 number [
sustem, 5o ofter number19,
multiples of20 werewrittenahove,
the hottom. number.
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The Maya, writing, system, used. to- write several different,
Maya languages, was made up. of over 800 symhas called,
glyphs. Someglyphs were logograms, representing a.whole.
word, and, some, were, syllahograms, representing, units. of
sound. They were carved onio stome buildings. and,
monuments. and, painted, onia pottery. Maya, scribes also
‘wrote hootks, called codices, made fromthe hark,of fig trecs.
Only priests. and, noblemen would, know the whole written,
language.
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Where did the
Maya live?
Gulf of Mexico
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Mayan Timeline
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Mayan ciisaion lowished in Cerral
America from cbout 26008C untl
araund ADI00O

According to Mayans,the word was
created on 11 August 31148C Che date
their calendar stars rom).

The Mayans deveoped thefos proper
writen langusge.

The Mayan system of iroglphics was
ot succesflly decoded unc the 19505
Human sacrfice was rare bus took place.
during tmes of dficuiy, war o when
new templ laders

They bult pyramids, many of them arger
than those n Egypr.

Mayans worshigped narure gods,
especilly gods of the sun,ran and com.

s Wy

@ 1ce1m.

Hunting
The Magans wsed bows and arrows t hunt
animals for food. They hunter man dfferens

types of widife Lk deer, dogs, agout,
tukeys ond peccaris

The Magans primariy wore loincloths that
were made ot o coton and suible for the
ot clmate that they Wved n, but would wear
| clok called o manta  the weather was

cold. A long cotton dress caled a hulpll was
o wor by Mayan wormen.

Games

Plaged bl game PokaTok
Serous npries occured
Sometmes prisoners played, f they
won they were e ree
Sometmes,th losing team were
sacrfced

« Mayan gods could hange themssives
into human and aima shapes

« Prests performed ceremories t0 keep.
the gods happy.
The Maya (Mayans) thought the
word was dided no thee pars,
the Heavens, the Earth and the
Underwertd, all inked together by o
g World Tree.

« Mayan kings were thought o
become gods afer theirdeath

Almos: every Mayan ciy had o
ballcourt 10 play te bal game PokA-
Tok. Pok-A-Tok games were often

plaged o pars of relgious i

The aigantic Mayan pyramids were monuments dedcated to the gods,and
prets performed sacfcs and riuas e clmbing on 10 of ther
According to vidence provided by archaeologcal excavations, Maya ces
Jeures lrge palces Templs and plazas. Large popultions o farmers
curmounded th cises and provided supple. During the 8° cencuny, he
Maya cvlisaion was n o sate of decine, and by %00, i colspsed
compltely. The reson fo thisdedine i sbject t0 specultion, wih some
istorian beleving tha s was du t0 @ catasrophic envronmental change.
Othrs crgu tha th constant wargare wih compeing tats e 10 the
colapse of the Maya cvlsarion

Serows nury could be inflced on o
plger uith the hard bl the weight of
 average computer whichwas mainly |
sruck wih the elhows, knes o hgs, |
bt was not 1o be it with the hands,
et or calves. lagers were known to
hrow themslves on th ground to it
theball propery. Plyers wore 3
equipment for prtection such as chin
plces, masks,gloves, knee pads and o
leather aprons.

The Maya, Astc and Inca cvlisatons ae simple food. Maize was the

central food inthl e, along it vegetales sich o beans and squasher.
Potatoss and tiny grain caled quinea wre commanly groun by the Incas





