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	Key Vocabulary

	Battery
	A portable device that stores electrical energy.

	Bulb 
	Part of a circuit that gives out light.

	Mains
	The electricity that comes from a socket in the wall and through wires.

	Rechargeable
	A battery that we can put ‘electricity’ back into.

	Circuit
	A pathway hat electricity can flow around. It includes wires and a power supply and may include bulbs and switches.

	Components
	The items that make up a circuit.

	Terminal
	The ends of the battery. One is negative and one is positive.

	Wires
	Used to connect components together.

	Switch
	A component that turns a circuit on and off.

	Conductor 
	A material that transmits electricity.

	Insulator 
	A material through which electricity cannot flow.
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Battery batteries store _chemicals

which produce an electric current. Eventually,

even rechargeable batteries will stop producing an
electric current
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Whenever you see this sign you
need to stay away. You might get an
electric shock.

» Never insert anything other than a plug
into a plug socket.

» Never mix electricity with water. No
electrical appliances in the bathroom.
Never touch an electrical appliance with
wet hands.

» Don’t leave electrical wires trailing on
the floor.

» Never overload a plug socket. It could
cause a fire.
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Key Knowledge

Electricity can
only flow around a complete circuit
that has no gaps. There must be
wires connected to both the positive
and negative end of the power
supply/battery

Switches can be used to open or

close a circuit. When off, a switch

“breaks’ the circuit to stop the flow

of electricity. When on, a switch

‘completes' the circuit and allows
the electricity to flow.
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A conductor of electricity is a material that will allow electricity to flow

through it. Metals are good conductors. Materials that are electrical insulators

do not allow electricity to flow through them. Wood, plastic and glass are
good insulators

Electrical Conductors’ Electrical Insulators





image4.png
Mains electricity: power stations send an electric
charge through wires to transformers and pylons
‘Then, underground wires carry the electricity into
our homes via wires in the walls and out through

plug sockets.





